of so great beauty, remember the proverb of Solo-
mon, who says: "A fair woman who is the fool of her
body is like a gold ring in the snout of a sow." For
just as a sow roots deep into every ordure, so does
she root her beauty into the stinking filth of sin.
The third cause that ought to move a man to con-
trition is fear of the day of doom and of the horrible
pains of Hell. For as Saint Jerome says: "Every time
that I remember the day of doom I quake; for when I
eat or drink or do whatever thing, ever it seems to me
that the trump sounds in my ear, bidding the dead
arise and come to judgment." O good God! Greatly
ought a man to fear such a judgment, "Where we
shall be all," as Saint Paul says, "before the throne of
Our Lord Jesus Christ." And there we shall compose
a general congregation, whence no man shall absent
himself. For truly there shall avail neither essoin nor
excuse. And not only shall our faults be judged, but
all our deeds shall openly be made known. As Saint
Bernard says: "There shall no pleading avail, and no
trickery; we shall give reckoning for every idle word."
There shall we have a Judge that cannot be cor-
rupted or deceived. And why? Because, in truth, all
our thoughts are known unto Him; nor for prayer
nor for bribing shall He be corrupted. And therefore
says Solomon: "The wrath of God will spare no one,
either for prayer or gifts." Therefore, at the day of
doom, there shall be no hope of escape. Wherefore,
as says Saint Anselm: "Great anguish shall all sinful
folk have at that time; there shall the stern and angry
Judge sit above, and under Him the horrible pit of
Hell, open to destroy him who must acknowledge his
sins, which sins shall be openly showed before God
and before all creatures. And on the left side more
devils than any heart can think, to harry and to draw
the sinful souls to the punishment of Hell. And
within the hearts of folk shall be the tearing of con-
science and without shall be the world all burning.
Whither then shall the wretched sinful man flee to
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